A investigagdo desenvolvida pelo Centro de Estudos Transdisciplinares para
o Desenvolvimento (CETRAD) enquadra-se na drea das Ciéncias Socials. Em
Junho de 2010 o CETRAD integrava 66 investigadores (43 com o Grau de
Doutor), sendo a maloria oriunda do Departamento de Economia, Sociologia
e Gestao (DESG) da Escola de Ciéncias Sociais e Humanas (ECSH) da UTAD. O
CETRAD conta ainda com a colaboragdo de investigadores vindos de outras
Escolas e Departamentos da UTAD e de outras Universidades e Institutos Poli-
técnicos portugueses.
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As actividades de investigagao do CETRAD estao alicergadas em
trés Grupos de Investigagao (Gls), distintos mas interligados:

GI1 - Globalizagao Estado & Politicas;

GI2 - Inovagao Mercados & Organizagoes;

GI3 - Sociedade Territério & Recursos.

Através de uma abordagem multi e transdisciplinar dos pro-
blemas socio-econémicos, cada Gl pretende produzir conheci-
mento sobre as dindmicas de desenvolvimento dos territérios,
em particular dos menos desenvolvidos, contribuindo para a
reforma das politicas plblicas, a adopgdo de novas estratégias
de intervengao e a capacitagao dos agentes locais e regionais.

GI1

O processo de Globalizagdo molda de forma continua os proble-
mas que afectam os territérios periféricos, tais como o declinio
demografico, as migragdes, a pobreza, o desemprego e o fraco
desempenho da economia. O Gl 1 tem por objectivo produzir co-
nhecimento que contribua para a mitigagao dos impactos nega-
tivos causados por estes constrangimentos. A investigagao deste
Gl centra-se em dois eixos principais:

1) emergéncia e incidéncia local de novos desafios sociais de
cariz global;

2) impacto das tendéncias macroeconémicas e das reformas das
politicas de desenvolvimento local, regional de nacional.

O objectivo central deste Gl é a anélise das condiges que possam
permitir a todos os tipos de organizagdes (particularmente as de
menor dimensao efou sediadas em territérios menos desenvolvi-
dos) actuarem com sucesso e com estratégias de inovagao sus-
tentaveis e adaptaveis aos processos de mudanga. Os principais
esforgos do Gl 2 centram-se no exame e avaliagdo dos impactos
da adopgao de préaticas mais empreendedoras, mais alicergadas
na educacao e na formacao profissional:

1) no desempenho das organizagdes;

2) no aumento da sua competitividade;

3) no desenvolvimento da sua capacidade de inovagao susten-
tavel.

GI3

A afectagao sustentavel dos recursos locais pode contribuir de
forma significativa para a competitividade de territérios rurais.

O GI3 procura:

1) avaliar a procura de recursos endégenos traduzidos em bens
e servicos produzidos pela populagao local e consumidos pelos
turistas e pela sociedade em geral;

2) identificar mecanismos e politicas que estimulem a oferta
desses bens e servigos com o fim de promover o desenvolvimen-
to local e regional;

3) anilise de atitudes, motivagdes e preferéncias ao nivel da
procura;

4) as condigdes institucionais fundamentais de acesso a um pro-
cesso de desenvolvimento local endégenos.
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The research conducted by the Centre for Transdisciplinary Development
Studies (CETRAD) is conducted predominantly in the social sciences. In June
2010, CETRAD had a total of 66 researchers (43 with PhDs), the majority
of whom work in the Department of Economics, Sociology & Management
(DESG) of UTAD's School of Humanities & Social Sciences (ECHS). However,
researchers are also drawn from other Schools and Departments of UTAD, from
other universities and polytechnics, and from other institutions with common
research interests.
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CETRAD’s research is organized in three distinct but interrelated
Research Groups (RGs):

RG1 - Globalization, State & Policy;

RG2 - Innovation, Markets & Organizations;

RG3 - Society, Territory & Resources.

Employing multi- and transdisciplinary approaches to the analysis
of socio-economic problems, each RG aims to produce knowl-
edge on less developed territories that will contribute to policy
reform, promote the empowerment of local stakeholders through
the direct impact of research projects and the local dissemina-
tion of results, and further develop multi- and transdisciplinary
methods of addressing current social and economic problems.

RG1
GLOBALISATION,

& POLICY

Since globalisation continuously remoulds the persistent and
mutually reinforcing problems facing peripheral territories (such
as demographic decline, migration, poverty, unemployment and
weak economic performance), RG1 aims to generate knowledge
that will contribute to mitigating the negative local and national
impact of extralocal and supranational processes. Its research has
evolved around two main issues:

1) the emergence and local incidence of new social challenges
of a global nature;

2) the impact of macro-economic trends and policy reforms on
local, regional and national development potential.

The main focus of this RG is the analysis of the conditions that
may permit all types of organisations (particularly those of a
smaller scale and/or located in less developed territories), to
develop more successful and sustainable innovative and adap-
tive strategies in response to today's rapidly changing economic,
socio-political, competitive and regulatory environments. RG2’s
main efforts therefore focus on examining the impact on the per-
formance of different types of organisations of adopting practic-
es that are more enterprising and more firmly rooted in education
and training, with particular regard to:

1) the construction and consolidation of competitiveness;

2) the sustainable generation of innovation.

SOCIETY,
TERRITORY

The sustainable use of local resources can significantly enhance
the competitiveness of rural areas; Thus RG3 seeks to:

1) evaluate demand for endogenous resource-based goods and
services on the part of the local population, tourists and society
at large;

2) identify the mechanisms and policies that best stimulate the
supply of these goods and services in pursuit of regional and local
development;

3) analyse the attitudes, motivations and preferences underpin-
ning different groups demand for these goods and services;

4) assess the institutional preconditions essential for more en-
dogenously-driven local development.
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